
“Well DONE is better than Well SAID.”
   

“Well DONE is better than Well SAID.”
   -GM Michael T. Anderson 



The Texas Prince Hall Freemason
Publisher

M.W. Michael T. Anderson 

 Publications Committee
Chairman/Layout & Design,

P.M. Ronald D. Gerac 

Chief Editor
P.M. Jesse R. Lee

Copy Editor,
P.M. Joe E. Scott Jr 

 
Copy Editor,

P.M. Chester Michael DuBose 

Copy Editor,
P.M. Phillip H. Edwards III

Copy Editor,
P.M. Gregory D. Allen

Columnist
Heroine Sonya Baker

 

Grand Lodge Officers
2023-2024

Grand Master
M.W. Michael T. Anderson 

Deputy Grand Master
R.W. Big-Bryce A. Hardin 

Grand Senior Warden
R.W. Frank D. Jackson 
Grand Junior Warden
R.W. Ronald D. Gerac 

Grand Secretary
R.W. Tracey C. Bittle 

Grand Treasurer
R.W. Robert J. Datcher

Grand Tyler
R.W. Marcus Thomas 

Grand Auditors
R.W. Joseph Thomas, III 
R.W. Samuel Hobbs, Jr.
R.W. Norman Thomas

Table Of Contents  

Page 3. MWPHGLOTX,Elected Grand Lodge Officers 
Page 2. Table Of Contents 

Page 4. Message From The  Grand Master 

2

Page 5. The Leadership Resource Kit
Page 7. Texas Prince Hall Family, Annual Toy Giveaway
Page 11. District 24 POK #620, Perform Degree Ceremony 
Page 13. New Light Lodge No. 242 Supports Widows
Page 14. New Light Lodge No. 242 Attend Church Service
Page 15. Thomas H. Keithley Lodge 45: Annual Holiday Dinner
Page 16. THK No. 45: 2023  Community Leaders Awards Brunch
Page 18. POK #620, Packing the Polls Voting Day
Page 19. Nolan Creek #227 Annual Holiday Basket 
Page 20. New Light Lodge No. 242 Supports the Community
Page 21. Prince Hall Masonic “Heritage Saturday” June 22nd 2024
Page 22. Hempstead Masonic Family Spreads Christmas Cheer

 Page 24. 19th District Council Honors at the Recent MEPHGC 
Page 25. Eminent Commander of the Year 
Page 26. Silver Square Study Club
Page 28. POTS Lodge # 324 Date Night
Page 29. Tres Respectable Grand Love Prince Hall Cote D’Ivoire
Page 35. MWPHGLOTX Resolution 
Page 37. Community Clean-up  E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ!
Page 38. Empty Place at the Table: E.L. Downing Court #237, 
HOJ & B.L. Seawood Chapter #86, OES
Page 39. Heroines answer to Foster Care Needs: 
E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ
Page 40. Heroines Of Jericho Regional Workshop
Page 41. HOJ Grand Youth Palace H. S. Graduates
Page 43. HOJ Palace Member Excels at 
Sam Houston State University
Page 44. Willie’s Peak Palace Steps Up in Service
Page 46. Frances Shivers Guild #7, Is Doing Things
Page 48. Cuney Court #231, HOJ Leads the Way in Service  
Page 54. History of Love Chapel Lodge # 558
Page 56. St James Masonic Lodge #71, Temple Texas Recognizes, 
Past Masters
Page 59. Leora O’ Guild No. 35 Makes a Mark in the Capitol City
Page 61. Walker’s Village Palace #28 Shines Brightly in, 
Huntsville Texas 
Page 64. The Lone Star Grand Guild Holds It's 94th
Annual Grand Conclave
Page 67. Amethyst Court #9, Makes an Impression in East Texas
Page 69. Magnolia Court#28, Heroines on Duty
Page 74. A Memorable Visit To MWPHGL of Arkansas
Page 77. Texas Council of Deliberation, Remarkable Success
Page 80. MWPHGLOTX 149th Annual Grand
Communication, Souvenir Journal Information



R.W. Grand Auditor

ELECTED GRAND LODGE OFFICERS
2023-2024 

Most Worshipful Grand Master 

R.W. Deputy Grand Master R.W. Grand Senior Warden R.W. Grand Junior Warden

Michael T. Anderson 

R.W. Grand Secretary R.W. Grand TilerR.W. Grand Treasurer 

R.W. Grand Auditor R.W. Grand Auditor 3

Frank D. Jackson Ronald D. GeracBig-Bryce A. Hardin

Robert J. Datcher Tracey C. Bittle Marcus Thomas

Samuel L. Hobbs, Jr Joseph Thomas, III Norman Thomas



A Mason has time to lend an attentive ear to the story of the Brother out of work, or
the widow and orphan out of food, and to render prompt assistance with that
sympathetic understanding which inspires renewed hope and destroys
discouragement.

 A Mason does good whenever and wherever possible, not counting the cost or
anticipating the reward.
 He ever strives to be worthy of fellowship in the great Fraternity. He is not afraid
of letting his light shine before men, having no fear of their judgement or
censure.

* The Mason devoutly believes in God, the Great Architect; otherwise, he never
would have been permitted to enter the portal of the Temple.
 He venerates Deity according to his own religious beliefs and accords to every man
the same right and privilege.

 The Mason does not claim to be a superior person to his profane neighbor, for he
realizes that all men are his brethren under the Fatherhood of God. He does,
however, constantly strive to be better than his former self.
 The Mason believes in enlightenment and ardently supports education
recognizing the fact that ignorance enslaves and that illiteracy, superstition,
crime, and vices are all companions.
 The Mason desires all men to be free from oppression and tyranny, no matter
under what guise -- subtle or brazen - these twin demons may operate.

"Thus, to be a real Mason is not exactly the easiest thing in this life."

 Grand Master’s Message Grand Master’s Message

A Mason is one who lives his Masonry every day of
this existence and does not reserve the good offices
of brotherhood, consideration, courtesy, altruism,

justice, and compassion for lodge nights only.
A Mason loves his country and strives in every way to

support loyally the institutions of regularly
constituted, just, and equitable government.

A Mason does not hesitate to go out of his way to aid
an erring brother, to minister to the needy, or

endeavor to uplift the fallen.

A mason is















DISTRICT 24 LED BY POK 620 PERFORMS
DEGREE CEREMONY AT 2023 MID-WINTER
DISTRICT 24 LED BY POK 620 PERFORMS
DEGREE CEREMONY AT 2023 MID-WINTER

Story by WM Adrian Davenport (POK 620 Worshipful Master)

The 2023 Mid-Winter Session was held November 10-11, 2023, at the Grand Masonic
Temple, located at 3433 Martin Luther King Freeway, Ft. Worth, Texas. All Elected
and Appointed Grand Lodge Officers and Brethren were invited to attend. Masonic
District 19 opened the occasional lodge promptly at 6 p.m. and turned it over to
District 24 for ritualistic work. The task was assigned to Pride of Killeen Lodge #620
where Worshipful Master Adrian Davenport was the officiating Worshipful Master
for the evening.

His degree team consisted of
members of his lodge Pride of
Killeen #620 with some assistance
from other lodges within the 24th
District. Fifty-two Fellowcraft
Masons from around the state of
Texas were raised to the Sublime
Degree of a Master Mason. The
degree team showed ritualistic
proficiency and professionalism
throughout the ceremony. The craft



in attendance were entertained and acknowledged an excellent performance of
degree work by the team.  The members on the degree team were, WM Adrian
Davenport (620), WM Sammie Jordan (227), WM Gaylon Sandles (71), SW Kenneth
Nash (620), JW David Stadmire (242), SD PM Jerry Mcgrone (620), JD Gregory
Williams (620), PM Curtis Williams (620), PM Kenneth Jones, (620) PM Gregory
Benton (227), Bro. Garey Howard (620), and Bro. Jermaine Hollis (242). Most
Worshipful Grand Master, the Honorable Michael T. Anderson also gave a head
nod of approval for a job well done.



New Light Lodge No. 242
 Supports Widows

Story by PM Marvin Kelker, District 24

Worshipful Master William Coleman
and the brothers of New Light Lodge
#242 on Thursday, November 16, 2023,
held a quarterly Widows’ Luncheon at
Golden Corral in Killeen, Texas with the
widows of our deceased brothers. It
has been over 18 months since the last
luncheon due to COVID and other
circumstances. We were blessed to
have 5 widows present; the widows
that attended were Margarita Wright
(PM William Wright), Shirley M. Gideon
(PM Kenneth Gideon), Addle Perry (PM
Bud Perry), Velinda Griffin (Bro. Ray
Griffin), and Loretta Bell (Bro. Eddie
Bell Sr.).

The ladies had had an
enjoyable time seeing,
talking, eating with one
another, and
conversing about their
husbands, as well as all
the time and effort
they placed in the
lodge while they were
living. Two of the
widows were first-time
attendees;
additionally, they were
happy to come out
and see many of the
brothers they had not
seen in a while.

We had one widow, sister Mary Brown 
(PM Acy Brown), who was unable to attend
because she is now living in San Antonio with
her son. Since the last luncheon, one of the
sisters has been called home, Kathleen
Cummings (Bro. Marvin Cummings). The
ladies requested an exchange of telephone
numbers and addresses of the ladies present
so that they could contact the group for
general support or just to talk if one was
having a difficult time. They also asked that
we keep in touch with them when we are
doing events, as they may want to join us if
it’s not too late at night. We concluded the
luncheon with a prayer, took a group photo,
and escorted the ladies to their cars. 
 



MEMBERS OF NEW LIGHT LODGE NO. 242 
ATTEND CHURCH SERVICE

MEMBERS OF NEW LIGHT LODGE NO. 242 
ATTEND CHURCH SERVICE

Story by PM Darryl Murray, District 24

The brothers of New Light Lodge #242 attended their quarterly church visit on Sunday
29 October 2023. The host church was Anderson Chapel AME located at 1002

Jefferies Avenue, Killeen, Texas. Members of New Light Lodge were greeted and
welcomed by the church leadership and church family. There were 10 members
present from New Light Lodge No. 242. Additionally, the sisters of B.L. Seawood

Chapter #86 and New Star Light Chapter #5, Order of the Eastern Star, were present
with a total of 10 members. 

 
Pastor Rodrecus M. Johnson recognized the Masonic organizations at the beginning of

the service. He thanked everyone for their attendance and their community service
efforts. The Reverend Ayonna Johnson gave a powerful sermon, which was well-

received and inspirational. Anderson AME church has a vibrant ministry and many
opportunities to worship throughout the week, and of course, on Sundays.

 
Worshipful Master William Coleman presented a $75.00 donation for the church

offering and thanked Anderson AME church for allowing the Killeen Masonic family to
fellowship. Church services concluded with an opportunity to develop a personal

relationship with Jesus Christ and the benediction. New Light Lodge will continue to
support community churches by participating in church visits and events to ensure

the fostering of great relationships and to make our community a better place to live.



On the night of
December 10, 2023,
Brothers of Thomas H.
Keithley Lodge No. 45
held its Annual Holiday
Dinner, celebrating
family, unity, and
stewardship. Thomas H.
Keithley Lodge 45 hosts
an annual benefit dinner
to enhance the lodge
experience for its
members, their wives,
and the public.

This grand fellowship
was held at the
elegant Estancia
Brazilian Steakhouse
located at 1000
Research Blvd Suite B.
Austin, TX 78759 in
Austin’s Arboretum
area. Members of the
lodge, their wives,
family, and friends
gathered over the
finest cuts of meats
and served
themselves just
enough veggies and
desserts to fill their
bellies!

The Annual Holiday
Dinner also serves as
an opportunity for
members to donate to
THK 45's cause to
benefit households in
need of gifts and toys
for the holidays. The
dinner concluded with
a snapshot of those in
attendance, the toys
attendees were able to
bring, some special
District 24 guests, and
the smiles and full
faces of those who
enjoyed a delicious
meal.

Members and guests
attending the dinner
were Worshipful Master
Octavior Washington,
Senior Warden Derrick
White, Past Master Otho
Wilbur, Sr., Past Master
Paul Emmerson, Past
Master David
Featherston, Marshal
Nikolas Shanklin, Sr.,
Brother Victor Henry,
Brother Mike Owens,
Brother Chaplain Byron
Evans II, Brother Essian
Ita, Special District
Deputy Grand Master
Alphonso Ford, and
District Deputy Grand
Master Tommy Levi.

Thomas H. Keithley Lodge 45: Annual Holiday Dinner
Story by Brother Byron Evans II, District 24



On the night of December 2, 2023, Thomas H.
Keithley Lodge No. 45 held its Inaugural
Community Leaders Awards Brunch, celebrating
Servant Leadership. The purpose of the event was
to acknowledge and celebrate the leaders in our
communities for their outstanding contributions,
work, and achievements. The event was held in
the Capital of Texas inside the Stephen F. Austin
Office Building, located at 1700 Congress Avenue,
in Austin, Texas, 78701 on the 1st Floor Main
Conference Room. The program started at
approximately 12:17 pm and was well attended!

Thomas H. Keithley Lodge No. 45:
2023 Inaugural Community Leaders Awards Brunch

Thomas H. Keithley Lodge No. 45:
2023 Inaugural Community Leaders Awards Brunch

Story by Brother Kevin Mathis, District 24



Thomas H. Keithley Lodge No. 45’s; very own, Brother Essein E. Ita, served as the
event’s Master of Ceremonies. Brother Ita gave a brief history of Prince Hall Masonry

and a detailed history of the Thomas H. Keithley Lodge No. 45 crest for public
information. He also introduced each awardee and presented them with their

respective awards. Awardees were Mrs. Vanessa Henry, Mr. Karl Spencer, and in
absentia, Mr. Andre Patterson. Each awardee offered eloquent words of acceptance

and stated that they were extremely honored and grateful for THK 45's
acknowledgment of their collective work and achievements in the community. 

 
A post-ceremony Reception followed the award ceremony where a nice array of hors

d'oeuvres were served, sentiments and feedback were given from the Inaugural
Community Leaders and attendees. All attendees and awardees agreed on this one

observation: it was a successful endeavor! To close the event, the awardees,
attendees, and the members of THK 45 together made a list of ways to enhance THK
45's engagement with the public, which was recorded in the archives of Thomas H.

Keithley, Texas Lodge No. 45. 

Until next Annual Community Leaders Award Brunch,
Onward and upward, Brothers of THK 45!

Until next Annual Community Leaders Award Brunch,
Onward and upward, Brothers of THK 45!



Pride of Killeen Lodge #620 
Packing the Polls Voting Day 

The Brothers of Pride of Killeen Lodge
#620 hosted and participated in Pack the
Polls Day on 26 October 2023 from  11:00
AM to 1:00 PM. The date was part of the
early voting timeframe provided. This
event was held at the Dock Jackson
Professional Learning Center, located at
902 Reverand R. A. Abercrombie Drive.
This polling location was chosen due to it
being in Killeen’s historically Black
Marlboro neighborhood. Additionally, the
Learning Center sits on the street named
after a past member of POK #620, Rev R.
A. Abercrombie. The namesake of the
building was the 1st Black teacher and
principal in the city of Killeen. Members of
the lodge and family members came out
to cast their vote on 14 very important
constitutional amendments that affect
many in our community, as well as across
the entire state of Texas. Worshipful
Master Adrian Davenport stated, “I’m
happy to be here in the midst of history,
trying to help make history.”  

STORY BY: PM KENNETH B. JONES SR. DISTRICT 24

Empower

The members present, their wives, and
friends showed up and made their votes
count at this event. There were virtually
no wait times with no lines at the voting
polls on this day. The voting clerk staff
was very courteous and provided the
assistance necessary for all to vote in a
timely manner. “It was great to come
together as a lodge to help make an
impact in our community,” Worshipful
Master Davenport stated. “Although we
were few in numbers, we were huge in
our voices being heard, and the next time
we will grow in both. The lodge plans to
Pack the Polls again at the next voting
opportunity.”
 

ONL INE ACCESS IBLE



Belton, Texas – (20 Nov-18 Dec 2023) Annually,
the members of Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 get
together during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas Holidays to provide dinners for our
widows and community members of Belton,
Texas and the surrounding communities of
the lodge.
The members of Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227
contact the residents and area churches to see
if someone in the community needs a dinner
basket for Thanksgiving or Christmas.  Dinners
are picked up on a scheduled date and time at
Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227. The members of
the Lodge may also deliver the baskets on
request to anyone in the community who was
not able to pick the meals up.

CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR WAYS TO ASSIST AND
CONTRIBUTE TO SUPPORT OUR WIDOWS AND THE

BELTON COMMUNITY RESIDENTS.

NOLAN CREEK #227 ANNUAL HOLIDAY BASKET SUPPORT FOR
BELTON, TEXAS AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY

The meals are purchased by the members and
placed in boxes. The items in the box are turkeys
for Thanksgiving, hams for Christmas, cake mix,

mashed potatoes, dressing, rolls, vegetables, and
candied yams.

When the residents arrive to retrieve their
basket, the members of Nolan Creek Lodge No.

227 always greet them with a smile and ask if
there is anything else we can assist them with.
The members also assist with taking the basket

to their vehicles to complete the delivery.

This is just one of the activities that
the members of Nolan Creek Lodge

No. 227 do annually for the great
people of Belton, Texas. The

Officers and members of Nolan
Creek Lodge No. 227 are so proud
that we can provide this service

and take pride in the ability to do
this event year after year.

Story By: Past Master Gregory Benton, District 24



N E W  L I G H T  L O D G E  N O .  2 4 2
S U P P O R T S  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Story by PM Darryl Murray, District 24

Worshipful Master William Coleman and the brothers of New Light

Lodge No.242 assisted Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church with

delivering meals on 24 November 2023. Meals were prepared by the

church members to feed the elderly in the community. Greater Peace

Missionary Baptist Church is located on 4201 Zephyr Road in Killeen

Texas and is led by Pastor J.A. Moland. Their church motto is

“Working with God, To Extend His Kingdom, On Earth”.

 

The brothers of New Light Lodge No. 242 helped to deliver 250 meals using the Meals on 

Wheels concept and ensured that meals were delivered to the door of the elderly in the

community. Brothers delivered meals from 8AM – 4PM, notwithstanding the day after

the Thanksgiving holiday. New Light Lodge No. 242 received and answered the call to

help fulfill  the need to deliver meals to the elderly citizens in Killeen.

 

New Light Lodge No. 242 has a rich history of community service in Killeen, Texas,

especially during the holiday season and throughout the Masonic year. “It is imperative

that we continue to help our community through good deeds and kindness,” said

Worshipful Master Coleman “We will always look for an opportunity to serve.”





H e m p s t e a d  M a s o n i c  F a m i l y  
S p r e a d s  C h r i s t m a s  C h e e r

H e m p s t e a d  M a s o n i c  F a m i l y  
S p r e a d s  C h r i s t m a s  C h e e r

During the Christmas season, the
Hempstead Masonic Family (Lone Star
Lodge #85 PHA, Tekhen HRAM Chapter

#10, and Valley of the Kings Council
#12) partnered with the TENsion

Foundation as part of their annual
holiday giveaway. Between the

Midwinter Session and Annual Toy
Giveaway, they delivered twelve boxes

full of toys to the Grand Temple.
Special thanks goes out to Deputy

Grand Master Big-Bryce Hardin for his
assistance in unpacking the boxes.

On Dec 18th, they provided toys to some families in need at McFee Elementary in Cy-Fair
ISD. The next day, they assisted the City of Hempstead, Texas with their Turkey/Toy Drive
by donating 5 turkeys and a large bag full of toys. Several bags full of toys were donated to
Mt. Zion CME Church in the Sunny Side Community in the Brookshire/Pattison area of
Waller County for their upcoming toy giveaway. They also donated four Amazon boxes full
of toys to children in need at Hempstead Elementary School in Hempstead ISD, fulfilling
the entire wish list that they provided.

On Christmas Eve, they partnered with the Prairie View Volunteer Fire Association
and Waller County Justice of the Peace Precinct 3 Judge Elaine Jackson to

distribute toys to children in need in the Prairie View area of Waller County. 



In total, they were able to contribute over $2,500 in
toys to needy families to help make their holidays a

little brighter. 

This could not be done without community partners
and your continued support. The Hempstead Masonic
Family would like to say Happy Holidays and we wish

everyone a healthy and prosperous 2024!
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little brighter. 
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and your continued support. The Hempstead Masonic
Family would like to say Happy Holidays and we wish

everyone a healthy and prosperous 2024!



SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS –
During the 142nd Grand
Convocation of the Most
Excellent Prince Hall
Grand Chapter, HRAM of
Texas held in February,
2024, the 19th District
Council members
belonging to the York Rite
family were recognized for
their outstanding
contributions and
achievements. It is with
great pleasure that we
extend our
congratulations to the
following individuals:
 Sister Beverly Sledge -
Woman of Valor
Sister Beverly Sledge, Deputy
for the Guild at Flowers of
Alamo #8, has been
recognized as the Woman of
Valor. Sister Beverly's
dedication, commitment, and
exemplary service have not
gone unnoticed. Her
contributions to our
organization and community
reflect the true spirit of a
Woman of Valor. Let us join in
celebrating Sister Beverly
Sledge's well-deserved honor
and expressing our gratitude
for her inspiring leadership.

SDDGM Ben Burleson
- Right Eminent Grand
Commander
SDDGM Ben Burleson
has been elected as
the Right Eminent
Grand Commander of
the Lone Star Grand
Commandery. This
esteemed position is a
testament to his
dedication and
leadership within the
organization.

DDGM William (Billy)
Paige - Commendable
Leadership
We would also like to
commend DDGM
William (Billy) Paige for
successfully
completing two years
as the Right Eminent
Grand Commander.
His commitment and
contributions have
undoubtedly left a
lasting impact on the
Lone Star Grand
Commandery.

19th District Council Honors at the Recent MEPHGC 
142nd Grand Convocation in Spring, Texas

19th District Council Honors at the Recent MEPHGC 
142nd Grand Convocation in Spring, Texas

Story by Sidney H. Thompson, SDDGM (District 19)



Eminent Commander Tadarian Harrell 
 Eminent Commander of the Year

Congratulations to Eminent Commander Tadarian Harrell for being
recognized as Eminent Commander of the Year. Alamo Commandery

#7 also earned the title of Commandery of the Year, with Eminent
Commander Harrell securing the position of Eminent Grand Junior

Warden for Lone Star Grand Commandery Knights Templar.
 

Companion Tadarian Harrell, Secretary of the Year - Shiloh No. 16
A well-deserved acknowledgment goes to the Secretary of the Year

representing Shiloh No. 16 for the MEPHGCOFTX-HRAM.

Companion George Shell - King Contest Winner
Companion George Shell has secured victory in the King Contest out of 24 Chartered

Chapters. Such achievements are a testament to the dedication and excellence
demonstrated by all involved.

 
May these accomplishments be celebrated not only for the recognition they bring
but also for the positive influence and inspiration they provide to others within the
community. We wish continued success to each of the distinguished individuals and

entities mentioned.



The Silver Square Study Club is a subsidiary under
the leadership of Worshipful Master Adrian
Davenport and the membership of Pride of Killeen
Lodge #620. VFW9191 Commander Williams seeks
a different civic, fraternal, or community
organization to provide a meal to its members and
guests on the night that Monday Night football is
played. Junior Warden Jimmie Gee provided and
proposed this idea to WM Davenport and the
membership, and it was approved to provide the
meal on this date. With the full support of the Study
Club’s membership, JW Gee planned and
coordinated all the food and dessert donations
coming from the membership. Past Master
Kenneth Jones assisted while receiving food items
and donations as well. The Silver Square Study Club
members were lining up to prep, cook, and serve
on this occasion.  

THE SILVER SQUARE
STUDY CLUB

PROVIDES DINNER
TO LOCAL VETERANS
OF FOREIGN WARS.

The Brothers of the Silver
Square Study Club
provided a potluck dinner
meal at a local city of
Killeen Veterans of
Foreign Wars (V.F.W. 9191)
post. We provided a meal
to the officers,
membership, family, and
friends of VFW9191 on
Monday, 4 December
2023 starting at 8 pm. The
atmosphere was very
welcoming coming from
the VFW Commander
Kevin Williams, his staff,
and all in attendance. 

Story by: Past Master Kenneth B. Jones, Sr.
District 24



According to VFW9191 Commander Williams, we
fed over 160 meals to those in attendance. Prior
to the Blessing of the meal, Commander Williams
provided about a 5-minute introduction of who
the men of Silver Square Study Club were and
what they represented in the community. “These
are men who will get out in the community and
work for the betterment of our community, and
they should be honored for this every day. They
honor me by being here today,” stated VFW9191
CDR Williams. He then said a prayer for the
community, veterans, and the meal being
provided. Dinner was then served. 
Members of Silver Square Study Club served each
guest in attendance for the meal with the utmost
professionalism, and of course, service with a
smile. WM Davenport was very pleased with the
all-out effort and body of work that was displayed
on this day. “Despite the hard work involved, it
helped to bring the members closer together in
fellowship and unity,” stated WM Davenport. He
went further to say, “This type of brotherly
fellowship is what we strive for every day.”





















KILLEEN, TX – Noticing that littering is a problem is the first step in
taking action to create a cleaner and sustainable city and planet.
Partnering with the “Keep Killeen Beautiful” program, E.L. Downing
Court #237, HOJ goes out to their adopted streets in their city in an
effort to ensure that their city is looking clean and beautiful. In 2023,
E.L. Downing Court committed to four debris pick-up sessions. During
their visits, members collected waste including cans, wrappers, car
parts, empty food items, cardboard, and other discarded items.
 
What was E.L. Downing’s goal in keeping their adopted area clean and
beautiful? What benefits has it had for the organization?
E.L. Downing’s goal is to maintain the cleanliness of their adopted
streets, which is essential for creating safe and healthy communities.
“Not only does it make our neighborhoods more attractive, but it also
helps to reduce pollution and improve public health,” states MAM
Colón-Allison.

Additionally, E.L. Downing court #237, is establishing and maintaining
relationships with citizens who live in the neighborhood. As the Heroines

clean the neighborhood, residents come out of their homes and ask
about the purpose in cleaning up, and what organization they represent.
The Court takes these opportunities to interact with residents and share
one of the characteristics of a Heroine, which is Service. In addition, the

Court will be out in the neighborhood multiple times in the year, and
they are building cooperative and collaborative relationships with the

residents in hopes that they will be motivated to keep their
neighborhoods clean and beautiful.

Community Clean-up Action is more important
 than ever for, E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ!

Community Clean-up Action is more important
 than ever for, E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ!
Story by Angela Colón-Allison, Most Ancient Matron



E.L. Downing Court 
#237, HOJ & B.L. Seawood Chapter #86, OES

 

Empty Place at the Table:

KILLEEN, TX – EMPTY PLACE
AT THE TABLE is an exhibit
that Honors the individual
lives of victims who have
died needlessly because of
domestic violence. The
Purpose is to raise
awareness about domestic
violence and the impact of
this crime on families and
our communities. E.L.
Downing Court # 237, HOJ,
jointly with, B.L. Seawood
Chapter #86, OES displays
an "Empty Place at the
Table” exhibit at local
Lodges and VFW locations in
efforts of raising awareness
to stop domestic violence.
The EMPTY PLACE AT THE
TABLE displayed from
October 1-31, 2023.
“Work in the Community is an AMAZING thing,” states Senior
Matron Juanita Davis-Ealy of E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ. 
What other efforts did E.L. Downing Court make to raise
Domestic Violence Awareness?
To kick off Domestic Violence Awareness month, E.L.
Downing Court #237, HOJ along with their community came
together for a powerful Domestic Violence Awareness Walk
hosted by their local Killeen Police Department. Mayor
Debbie Nash-King and Chief Pedro Lopez delivered heartfelt
remarks, emphasizing the importance of solidarity and
support in the fight against domestic violence. E.L. Downing
Court, along with other Masonic organizations and citizens of
the Killeen community gathered to march in an effort to stop
domestic violence.



On August 24, 2023, in less than 24
hours from the requested need, the
court donated 140 jars of baby food,

258 diapers, and 2 snack packs.
GOHFCS is very grateful and

thankful for the support from E.L.
Downing Court #237 HOJ.

E.L. Downing Court #237, HOJ
HEROINES ANSWER TO FOSTER CARE NEEDS:

E.L. Downing Court #237 has built a strong community
relationship with the local Killeen Garden of Hope Foster Care
(GOHFCS). On June 10, 2023, the court visited the Foster Care
resource center where they cleaned and organized all items

donated from the community.

This is what it's all about. When our community
reaches out for help, a HEROINE answers that call!

Story by Angela Colón-Allison, Most Ancient Matron
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