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From the Editor  
 

Greetings, 
 

Texas Prince Hall Masonry 

continues to strive in the 

great ñNation of Texasò.  

We have made History with 

the opening of the Wilbert 

M. Curtis Texas Prince Hall 

Library Museum and revis-

ited History by taking a ñPilgrimage to Bren-

hamò to celebrate Prince Hall Americanism 

Day and attend the re-dedication of the me-

morial honoring Norris Wright Cuney, the 

first Grand Master of the Prince Hall Grand 

Lodge of Texas.   Brenham is also the loca-

tion of the establishment of The Most Wor-

shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Ancient Free 

and Accepted Masons of Texas.  I want to 

thank my Brother, Past Master Edward Jones 

for assisting me in completing the 5th Edition 

of this publication. I look forward to returning 

home from the War.   
 

Fraternally,  
 

H.P.M. Burrell D. Parmer 

 

The Texas Prince Hall Freemason accepts  

submissions of articles and photographs of 

general interest to Prince Hall Masons 

throughout the Lone Star State.  The Texas 

Prince Hall Freemason is published quarterly 

in the months of November, February, May 

and August.  Submissions of articles and pho-

tographs are to be forwarded to the publica-

tionôs Editor via email.   Articles and photo-

graphs become the property of the publication 

and the right is reserved to edit and use the 

articles and photographs as deemed necessary.  

Deadline for submissions is the 15th day of 

the preceding quarter.   Articles are to be sub-

mitted using Microsoft Word (Arial 11) and 

photographs should be in JPEG format  (150 - 

300 dpi) and captioned (Times New Roman 

1 1 ) .  Sen d  a l l  sub miss ion s  to 

bro_edward.jones@yahoo.com and parmer-

masonictraveler@hotmail.com.  Permission to 

reprint original articles appearing in The 

Texas Prince Hall Freemason is granted to all   

recognized Masonic publications. 

The Texas Prince Hall Freemason 
 

Publisher 

M.W. Wilbert M. Curtis  

 

Editor 

H.P.M. Burrell D. Parmer  

 

Publications Committee 

Chairman/Layout & Design, H.P.M Burrell D. Parmer  

Layout & Design, P.M. Edward S. Jones 

Copy Editor, P.M. Frederic Milliken  

Copy Editor, P.M. Burnell White Jr.  

Copy Editor, P.M. Thomas Shelton 

Photography, W.M. Bernard Brown  

Webmaster, P.M. Clary Glover Jr.  

 

Grand Lodge Officers 

2011 - 2012 

 

Grand Master 

M.W. Wilbert M. Curtis  

 

Past Grand Master 

Hon. Edwin B. Cash 

 

Deputy Grand Master 

R.W. Michael T. Anderson 

 

Grand Senior Warden 

R.W. Bryce Hardin Sr. 

 

Grand Junior Warden 

R.W. Frank D. Jackson 

 

Grand Secretary 

R.W. Hubert L. Reece Sr. 

 

Grand Treasurer 

R.W. Robert J. Datcher 

 

Grand Tiler 

R.W. Vernon J. James 

 

Grand Auditors 

R.W. Ernie Williams  

R.W. Samuel Hobbs Jr. 

R.W. Robert Hicks Sr. 

The Texas Prince Hall Freemason is an official publication of The Most Worshipful 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of Texas and Jurisdiction.  It is 

published four times a year for the members of Texas Prince Hall Lodges, their families, 

and friends.  Opinions expressed by the Editor and contributing writers do not necessar-

ily reflect official positions of the M.W.P.H.G.L. of Texas. 

The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F. & A.M. of Texas 

3433 Martin Luther King Freeway 

Ft. Worth, Texas 76119 

Office:  (817) 534-4612 

Fax:  (817) 534-9289 

The Texas Prince Hall Freemason                        www.mwphglotx.org                                               Winter 2011 - Page 2 

3 

10

12 

13

14

15 

18 

28 

29 

41 

43 

54

56 

59 

63 



 

 

Greetings, 
 
It is my prayer that this letter finds you experiencing the bountiful blessings from 
the G.A.O.T.U., our Heavenly Father.  I pray that this letter is one of 
encouragement by letting you know that no matter what you are going through, 
God is still in control and if you lean and depend on Him, He can and will see 
you through whatever you are going through.  As the Grand Master of The Most 
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of Texas, I 
am a living witness to this.  Have faith and believe. 

    I am writing to say thank you and to give you some information from the Grand East.   
    First, I want to thank you for a most successful One Hundred and Thirty-Sixth Grand 
Communication.   We took care of the business of the Grand Lodge and when the gavel sounded, 
closing the Grand Communication, there prevailed nothing but peace and harmony.  You should be 
proud to know that we supported our youth.  We gave over $12,000 in scholarships thru the J. T. 
Maxey Scholarship Contest.  Other youth support includes over 60 boys attending the Robert E. 
Connor Jr. Youth Camp and the support of the Knights of Pythagoras Leadership Conference that 
was held at Huston Tillotson College in July.  Brothers, this is your Masonic Charity money at work.  
    Once again, we had a successful automobile raffle with the winner of the automobile being from 
San Antonio for the second time.  The ticket sales were down from the previous year but we did 
make a profit.  Brothers, I thank those of you that do your part of supporting the annual raffle and 
selling tickets because it brings in revenue to the Grand Lodge to offset expenses that will otherwise 
cause us to increase the annual dues.  I ask that more of you support this effort; otherwise you will 
be facing a dues increase.  
    The highlight of the session was the Grand Opening of the Wilbert M. Curtis Texas Prince Hall 
Library Museum (WMCTPHLM).  This was the culmination of years of planning and hard work by 
those who wanted to have a place to store and display the History of Texas Prince Hall 
Freemasonry.  It is the first of its kind for Prince Hall Grand Lodges.  This will allow the history of our 
Lodges and members to be researched by our members as well as genealogists who are 
researching if and when a family member was a Texas Prince Hall Mason.  The WMCTPHLM is a 
work in progress.  If you have not seen it, you need to make a special effort to come and see YOUR 
Masonic Library Museum.  Go to the website:  www.wmctphlm.com for more information about the 
Library Museum.  If you are interested in purchasing a video of its Grand Opening and/or a tour of 
the Library Museum the link is www.videobymcgill.com/PHA.html.  Voluntary donations are welcome 
and may be made out to: WMCTPHLM and mailed to the Grand Lodge Office.  
    Secondly, I want to thank those of you that made the Pilgrimage to Brenham for the Prince Hall 
Americanism Day Weekend.  If you missed it, you missed a Texas Prince Hall Freemasonry 
Historical Event.  This was the first time that our Prince Hall Masonic Family had returned to the 
place of our beginning since 1995.  It marked the 70th anniversary of the Commemorative Memorial 
Stone being erected at the site of convention that constituted our Grand Lodge.  A word of gratitude 
and thanks goes out to Pastor Alvin Larke and the St. John A.M.E. Church for opening their doors to 
us for our Prince Hall Americanism Day Service and rededication ceremony.    
    Finally, as you know, our Mid-Winter Special Grand Session and Workshop will be held 
November 11 - 12 at the Grand Masonic Temple.  Masonic knowledge is greatly needed throughout 
the jurisdiction.  As I travel over the state, I am finding out that we are not all on the same level in 
our ritualistic work, our understanding of the relationship between the local Lodges and the Grand 
Lodge, the responsibilities that a local Lodge and its members have to the Grand Lodge and most 

Message from the Grand Master 
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importantly, the positive things that the Grand Lodge provide to its members and the community.  
Those things are what we will be concentrating on at this session.   I ask that each and every 
Brother that is able, to attend this session for instruction.   
    Once again, we are asking each local Lodge represented to bring at least 10 unwrapped toys to 
the Mid-Winter Session for the Third Annual Christmas Gift Give-Away.  If you would prefer to make 
a monetary donation, you will find a place on the Advanced Registration form to select and include a 
donation along with your $25 registration fee.  Also, I remind you to bring your Fellow Craftsmen to 
be Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason.   
    Brothers, I close with these words of wisdom from our Past Grand Master Wm. Coleman in his 
Grand Masterôs Address at the Sixty-Eighth Annual Communication: 
 

Importance of Our Meeting 
 

We meet today, brethren I believe, in the most critical time in the worldôs history; a time when 
Masonry and all that it stands and has stood for so nobly, is being tested as never before.  This 
supposed Democracy by which we are governed through Free-Masonry which enables us to 
practice its teachings and demonstrate its serviceableness to all mankind as well as brother 
Masons, is being besieged on all sides.  Amidst the raging storms of hatred, and prejudice 
circumscribing us in all of our earthly existence, may ñHe who doeth all things well,ò be our guide, 
directing us in all of our deliberations today and tomorrow that we may so continuously labor for the 
advancement of Masonry that it may be for the Glory of God and the good of humanity.   
 
This still holds true today.  I look forward to greeting and meeting you in November. 
 
I remainé 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Wilbert M. Curtis  
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Date Location Event 

November 2011   

Saturday, Nov. 5 Fort Worth Preparation for Mid-Winter Session 

Friday - Saturday, Nov. 11 - 12 Fort Worth Mid-Winter Session 

December 2011   

Saturday, Dec. 3 Temple Temple Masonic Family Banquet 

Saturday - Sunday, Nov. 17 - 18 Fort Worth Prince Hall Masonic Family Christmas Give-Away 

January  2012   

Friday, Jan. 13 Houston Head of Houses Meeting 

Saturday, Jan. 14 Houston Norris Wright Cuney Annual Luncheon 

Saturday, Jan 21 Fort Worth Districts 10, 11, & 20 Workshop 

Saturday, Jan. 28 Houston District 15-A Drum Line Competition 

February 2012   

Thursday - Saturday, Feb. 9 - 11 Dallas York Rite Weekend 

Friday - Sunday, Feb. 24 - 26 Pine Bluff, Ark. Arkansas Grand Session 
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To: All Elected and Appointed Grand Lodge Officers, All Past Masters, Honorary  
             Past Masters, Worshipful Masters, Wardens, Local Lodge Officers and Master Masons 
 
From:    Hon. Wilbert M. Curtis 
 M. W. Grand Master 
 
Date: September 14, 2011 
 
Subject:  2011 Mid-Winter Session  
 

By the authority vested in the office of the Grand Master and in accordance with the Constitution of The Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas, Article III, Section 2, I, Wilbert M. Curtis, am hereby calling the Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Texas into the 2011 Mid-Winter Session for degree work on November 11, 2011, a Special 
Session and workshops on November 12, 2011 at the Grand Masonic Temple, located 3433 M.L.K. Freeway, Ft. Worth, 
Texas.  The headquarters hotel will be the Radisson Hotel North, 2540 Meacham Blvd, Fort Worth, Texas, 76106.  

    In support of the 3rd Annual Prince Hall Masonic Family Toy Drive and Christmas Give-Away, each brother at-
tending the Mid-Winter Session is asked to bring one un-wrapped toy for children 16 and under, with a minimum of 10 
toys per Lodge.   
    I am asking each District Deputy Grand Master to bring a minimum of 7 Fellow Craft Masons to be raised to the Sub-
lime Degree of Master Mason by the Grand Lodge Degree Team and the Grand Master.  The Fellow Craftsmen will be 
required to register for the Mid-Winter Session.  They are to report to the Grand Lecturer at 5:45 p.m.  An occasional 
Lodge will open promptly at 6:00 p.m. by District Deputy Rufus Phelps and Masonic District 14.  Ritualistic work will 
begin at 6:45 p.m.  The Worshipful Master of the Fellow Craftsmen is responsible for properly preparing and clothing 
your candidates. I want to raise a minimum of 100 Master Masons that night.  The dress for Master Masons is Masonic 
Dress for both Friday and Saturday Sessions. 
    The 2011 Mid-Winter Special Session will officially convene at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 12, 2011 at the 
Grand Masonic Temple to transact business that requires the attention of the Grand Lodge.  Afterwards, the Grand 
Lodge will be called from labor to refreshment for the purpose of training, workshops and other presentations on topics of 
importance.  This yearôs Mid-Winter session will include a luncheon.  
    There is a $25.00 per Lodge registration fee and a $25.00 advanced registration fee for each Master Mason that at-
tends the Mid-Winter Session.  The on-site registration will be $35. (This includes candidates that will be raised at this 
Session).  New, this year, when you register for the Mid-winter Session you may make a $5 donation for the WMCTPH 
Library Museum and the Christmas Gift Give-Away. (See the Mid-Winter Registration form)  Donations for the library will 
help purchase a much needed document scanner to preserve our documents.  
    Note:  The subordinate Lodge, Master and both Wardens are required to register for the Mid-Winter Session 
whether or not they attend.  Any Lodge that does not fulfill these obligations will be declared un-square and will 

not be represented at the 2012 Grand Communication until the Mid-Winter Session obligations are fulfilled.   It 
must be paid in order for the Lodge and members of the Lodge to participate in the Mid-Winter Special Grand Lodge 
Session and have a voice in the very important issues that will come before the Grand Body. 
    I look forward to seeing all of you there, ready to learn and ready to go to work. 
Take due notice and govern yourselves accordingly.   

 
I remainé 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Wilbert M. Curtis      Attested by:     Hubert L. Reece     
Wilbert M. Curtis                   Hubert L. Reece 
M. W. Grand Master                   R. W. Grand Secretary 



 

    The Mid-Winter Session will be held Nov. 11 - 12, at the Grand Masonic Tem-
ple located at 3433 Martin Luther King Freeway, Fort. Worth, Texas, 76119.  The 
Headquarters Hotel will be the Radisson Hotel North, 2540 Meacham Blvd., Fort 
Worth.  The telephone number to make reservations is (817) 625-9911.  Rooms 
are $92.00 plus tax. 
    There is a $25.00 registration fee for each Lodge and a $25.00 advance regis-
tration fee for each Master Mason that will attend the Mid-Winter Session.  Fellow 
Crafts who will be raised during the Mid-Winter Session are required to pay the 

$25.00 advance registration fee.  The deadline for advance registration is Nov. 1. 
    The late and on-site registration will be $35.00 per person after Nov. 1.  Fellow Crafts to be raised 
will also pay a late or on-site registration fee after Nov. 1.   
    Each subordinate Lodge must register their Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior War-
den for the Mid-Winter Session.  This is mandatory whether they attend or not.  Any Lodge that 
does not fulfill these requirements will be un-square and will not be represented at the 2012 Grand 
Communication until Mid-Winter Session requirements are fulfilled.  These obligations are to be paid 
in order for the members to participate in the Mid-Winter Session and to have a voice in the very im-
portant issues that will come before the Grand Body.  
    Each member attending is asked to bring one unwrapped toy for children ages 16 years old and 
under for the Prince Hall Family Christmas Toy Giveaway to be held Saturday, Dec. 17.  A minimum 
of ten (10) toys are requested per Lodge. 
    All members are asked to donate $5.00 to the Wilbert M. Curtis Texas Prince Hall Library Mu-
seum and a $5.00 donation in support of the Christmas Toy Giveaway Drive.  Information is on your 
Registration Form for donations.  
    Registration packages can be picked up Friday, Nov. 11, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The pack-
ages can also be picked up Saturday, Nov. 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
    The Occasional Lodge will open at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 11.  The Grand Lodge will be called 
upon to transact required business on Saturday, Nov. 12, starting at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 
    Please take due notice and govern yourselves accordingly. 
 
Fraternally Submitted, 
 

Hubert L. Reece 
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Grand Secretary 

R.W. Hubert L. Reece 
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    It is the fall of the year and Godôs goodness is in its most abundant form.  The 
radiant colors and hues remind us that another year is about to turn and it is 
Godôs Grace and Mercy that has brought us through.  On our knees is how we 
should thank him, remembering, how fortunate we are.  When we see those who 
have fallen on hard times, not only should we, but we must share the blessings 
God has allowed us.  Remember, that if not for the grace of God, there go I. 
I bring you greetings from the Grand Medical Advisor, Honorary Past Grand  
Master Dr. Ulysses Watkins and myself.   
    Diabetes Mellitus or Diabetes affects over 25 million people or more that 8% of 

the population of the United States.  It affects over 3.7 million African Americans or 14.7% of all    
African Americans over the age of 20.  Twenty-five percent of all African Americans between the 
ages of 65 - 74 have Diabetes.  In Diabetes, the bodyôs ability to produce Insulin is impaired.  Insulin 
is a hormone that is needed by the body to convert sugars, starches and other foods, which the 
body converts to glucose, into energy for daily use.  There are several different types of Diabetes, 
but for this article we will focus on two, Type 1 and Type 2. 
    Type 1 or Juvenile Onset Diabetes, as it was once known, is when the body produces no insulin.  
It is normally diagnosed in children or young adults and affects approximately 5% of all people with 
this disease.  The treatment for Type 1 diabetes is multiple daily injection of insulin, along with     
glucose monitoring and exercise. 
    Type 2 Diabetes is when the body does not make enough insulin or use it well enough, allowing 
glucose to remain in the bloodstream and not move into the cells.  Type 2 Diabetes can be treated 
with a combination of oral medication, exercise, and glucose monitoring.  Your doctor may choose to 
add insulin to this regiment depending on how long you have had the disease and other medical 
conditions.  
    In both of these conditions the danger is allowing this excess glucose to remain in the blood 
stream, where it will attack and feed on other organs.  In time it can cause heart disease or stroke, 
kidney disease, blindness, difficulty in wound healing or even amputations. 
    Some warning signs for Type 1 Diabetes are, but may not limited to, frequent urination, extreme 
thirst, extreme hunger, sudden weight loss, and extreme fatigue and irritability.  With Type 2 you 
may see all of the signs associated with Type 1 plus, frequent infections, blurred vision, wounds 
slow to heal, tingling to extremities and skin, gum or bladder infections. 
    Several tests are used to determine whether the amount of glucose in your blood is within normal 
limits, whether you are pre-diabetic, or have diabetes.  These test include the Fasting Plasma     
Glucose test (FPG), which is a measurement of your glucose level after fasting , the Oral Glucose 
Tolerance test (OGTT), a test measuring glucose levels at intervals after given a sugary drink, or the 
A1C test.  This test is a measurement of your average glucose levels over the past 2 or 3 months.   
    Just as in all aspects of medicine, recent discoveries have taken Diabetic treatment to great new 
levels, i.e. insulin pumps.  With early diagnosis, aggressive treatment, regimental glucose monitor-
ing, and exercise, a diagnosis of Diabetes need not be the dreaded news that it once was.  
 

Brother in Christ and in Masonry, 
 

Martin Conner III  

Bro. Martin Conner III 

Asst. G.M.A. 

Diabetes 
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Prince Hall Freemasons Pilgrimage to Brenham to 

Honor their Founder, celebrate their History 

Story by:   
P.M. Edward Jones (1) 
Photos by G.R. Edwin Moore (135) 
 

BRENHAM, Texas ï With vested 
authority from M.W. Grand Master 
Wilbert M. Curtis of the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Texas and its Jurisdiction, the 
Prince Hall Masonic family cele-
brated Prince Hall Americanism 
Day in the city, Sept.10 ï 11. 
    More than 200 members, includ-
ing membership of the Grand High 
Court of Heroines of Jericho; Norris 
Wright Cuney Grand Chapter; 
Lone Star Grand Guild; Order of 
the Golden Circle; Holy Royal Arch 
Masons; Scottish Rite Masons, and 
Knights Templar of Lone Star 
Grand Commandery was in Bren-
ham to celebrate. 
    The weekend was eventful and 
allowed first-time visitors the op-
portunity to fully enjoy the city of 
Brenham.  The celebration kicked 
off with a Saturday morning Church 
Service at St. John A.M.E Church 

located at 1012 Main Street.  Rev. 
Dr. Alvin Larke Jr., Pastor, was the 
speaker for the service and re-
dedication of the memorial honor-
ing Norris Wright Cuney, the first 

Grand Master of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Texas and which 
commemorates the establishment 
of The Most Worshipful Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge Ancient Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of Texas. 
    With the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge being established in Bren-
ham on August 19, 1875, Prince 
Hall Freemasonry has been a con-
stant in the Lone Star State.  To 
honor this historic lineage, and with 
assistance from his cabinet and 
members, G.M. Curtis conducted a 
wreath laying during the dedication 
ceremony at the monument.  This 
monument sits upon a hill located 
across from St. John A.M.E. 
Church.  The memorial was placed 
at its present sight in 1941 by then 
G.M. William Coleman. 
    At the conclusion of the dedica-
tion ceremony, guests were treated 
to a fun afternoon in Fireman's 
Park.  There were a number of ac-
tivities that provided fun in the sun 
and refreshments for those who 
attended.   

Grand Chaplain Rev. John Butler leads the Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family 

in prayer during the re-dedication ceremony of the Memorial  honoring Past 

Grand Master Norris Wright Cuney in Brenham, Sept. 10.   

Members of the Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family attend Church Services at 

St. John A.M.E. Church in celebration of Prince Hall Americanism Day. 



    Saturdayôs events ended with a 
wonderful Fellowship Dinner at 
Brenham Fireman's Training Cen-
ter located at 1101 Hwy 290 West 
and a social activity provided by 
members of the Grand Lodgeôs so-
cial Club, the Knights of the Noon 
Day Sun. 
    The monumental weekend 
ended Sunday morning with church 
services at St. John A.M.E. Church, 
where members of the Prince Hall 
Masonic Family received a stirring 
message from Pastor Larke. 
    When asked the significance    of 
the Pilgrimage, G.M. Curtis shared, 
"The significance of the Texas 
Prince Hall Masons' Pilgrimage to 
Brenham is the return to the place 
that the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Texas was organized over 136 
years ago. The last t ime 
we returned to Brenham was in 
1995 and it was long overdue.  This 
Pilgrimage was a renewal and      

re-dedication of our commitment      
as Masons, and Sisters of 
the Adoptive Rites to the principles 
of Freemasonry.  This includes the 
advancement of moral and social 

interests, honesty, industry and up-
right living.  It cultivates Charity, 
Friendship, Harmony and Brotherly 
Love."   
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Story by:  Sharon Johnson Styles 
 

I was in the planning stage of my 
trip to Texas, when I received an e-
mail from a fellow genealogist with 
information about the newly 
opened Wilbert M Curtis Texas 
Prince Hall Library Museum in Ft. 
Worth.  The newspaper article went 
on to say the Library Museum had 
information that is genealogical 
gold.  My grandfather, Marvin John-
son, was a member of Merry Rose 
Lodge in Chilton and the men of 
Hopeful Masonic Lodge in Marlin 
were very supportive of our Bull Hill 
Cemetery Dedication in 2010.  How 
could I resist? I left a voice mail 
message at the Library Museum 
and sent a letter asking for an ap-
pointment. 
     On Saturday evening, after a full 
day at the Paul Family Reunion in 
Marlin, Grand Master Wilbert M. 
Curtis called to invite me to tour the 
Library Museum and meet the staff.  
He also said he would look for in-
formation on my relatives.   

    On the last day of my trip, Gayle 
Hanson and I arrived early for my 
10:00 a.m. appointment.  We were 
buzzed in and escorted to a beauti-
ful room with photos, uniforms, 
books, capes, cornerstones, ledg-
ers, original Lodge Charters, paint-
ings, and much more.  Grand Sec-
retary Hubert L. Reece and Assis-
tant Grand Secretary Sharp Fields 
gave us a personal tour while pro-
viding the history of Texas Prince 
Hall Masons.  An archivist is pains-
takingly cataloging boxes of infor-
mation.  Once the collection is 
processed, a more accurate ac-
count of individual applications and 
Lodge records will be available 
upon request.  This information will 
produce even more historical and 
genealogical gold.   
    Although G.M. Curtis was not in 
the office the day of my visit, he 
instructed, Angie Scroggins, the 
office manager, to give me copies 
of documents from 1912 and 1929 
which included information about 

my family members.  G.M. Curtis 
led the effort to create and fill the 
Library Museum with treasures 
from the 136-year history of African
-American Freemasonry in Texas.  
He is dedicated to preserving the 
rich legacy of Texas Prince Hall 
Masons and more importantly, tell-
ing their story with the dignity, 
honor and respect these men are 
due.         
    If you plan to be in the Ft. Worth 
area, make time to visit The Wilbert 
M. Curtis Texas Prince Hall Library 
Museum.  The Library Museum is 
available to the public by appoint-
ment Monday thru Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  For more infor-
mation contact the Grand Lodge 
Office at 817-534-4612 or by visit-
ing www.wmctphlm.com.  Everyone 
was very kind and helpful.  Extra 
special thanks to Grand Master 
Curtis for going out of his way to 
help me with my research.  
    Gayle Hanson is extremely 
knowledgeable in regard to African 
American History in Texas.  If you 
need assistance with Texas       
research or history, contact Gayle 
Hanson, Historian / Genealogist, 
Texas Historical and Ancestry Re-
searchers, PO Box 122058, Arling-
ton, TX 76012-8058, 817-276-1640 
or ttexashistory@aol.com.   
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Texas Prince Hall Masons are Telling Their Own 

Story:  Historical, Genealogical Gold 

Genealogist Sharon Johnson Styles of Sacramento, R.W. Grand Secretary 

Hubert L Reece, and Historian/Genealogist Gayle Hanson of Arlington. 

Assistant G.S.. Sharp Fields, Office 

Manager Angie Scroggins, and G.S. 

Reece  
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Story by:  P.M. Edward W. Brown (350) 
Assistant Youth Camp Director 

 

Recently, I was asked by Past 
Master Willie H. Coleman Jr., 
Chairman of the Prince Hall Chari-
table Foundation of Texas, to pro-
vide information about the contribu-
tions received yearly from individu-
als, as well as, corporate donations 
from my employer. 
    About 13 years ago, one of my 
best friends, then Grand Master 
Robert E. Connor, came up with a 
vision that The Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and 
Accepted Masons of Texas should 
have an annual youth camp for our 
young men to attend.  He envi-
sioned a camp which would be or-
ganized and conducted by Prince 
Hall Masons.   
    The camp would provide a 
wholesome environment which the 
youth could meet other young men 
ranging in age from 9 - 17 from 
around the state.  They would en-
gage in various activities including 
morning exercising, playing basket-
ball, swimming, playing flag foot-
ball, sharing movie night, receiving 
information about Prince Hall, as 
well as, meeting and talking with 
professional role models about 

education (its advantages) and ca-
reer choices.   
    These young men would also 
learn valuable lessons regarding 
conduct at home and individual re-
sponsibilities. G.M. Connor, along 
with Brother Charles Dewitt, and 
others concerned about our youth 
moved forward, and two years later 
organized our first youth camp at 
Cathedral Oaks in Oakland, Texas.     
I was very fortunate to be asked to 
work on this endeavor at the camp 
and have done so for 11 years. 
    I was assigned the task by our 
Grand Youth Director Charles 
Dewitt, to secure speakers/
lecturers for the camp each year.  
We have been blessed by positive 
role models from the Prince Hall 
Family and others.  Past speakers 
have consisted of bankers, attor-
neys, teachers, engineers, Insur-
ance agency owners, business 
consultants, police chiefs, police-
men, fire fighters and accountants 
to name a few. 
    We have Masonic Districts who 
sponsor young men for the camp.  
There are some youth who would 
like to attend but are unable due to 
financial issues.  Many of the youth 
who attend the camp come from 
single-parent families.   

    A couple of my fraternity broth-
ers agreed to attend and speak.  In 
previous camps, they observed the 
youth and asked me a question 
that sparked a great idea.  After 
giving them a tour of the camp, 
meeting the kids and faculty, and 
speaking to them in the chapel; 
they asked, ñHow much will it cost 
for me to sponsor a young man?ò  I 
told them it was $100, which is tax 
deductible.  With that question, I 
approached many of my hard 
working, educated friends and 
asked them to sponsor a young 
man for the camp each year.  
Through this effort, those men 
have come down to the camp to 
speak, give of their time, talent and 
treasure.  Through them our dona-
tions continue to grow each year. 
    Another resource utilized is 
through corporate donations from 
my employer ExxonMobil Corpora-
tion.  At ExxonMobil Corporation, 
we have a volunteer program 
called the Individual Volunteer In-
volvement Program which seeks to 
encourage employees, retirees and 
their families to volunteer in the 
community on an individual basis.   
A $500 grant is awarded to a chari-
table, non-profit organization after 
an eligible participant volunteers at 
least 20 hours of their time to the 
organization during a calendar 
year. After a thorough background 
check, the company will send a 
grant directly to the organization. 
    If you work for a organization 
that has a similar type program or 
know co-workers, friends, and fam-
ily members who would like to do-
nate to the Prince Hall Charitable 
Foundation in support of the 
Robert E. Connor Jr. Masonic 
Youth Camp, please contact P.M. 
C o l e m a n  a t  w h c o l e -
manjr@sbcglobal.net  and/or 
G.Y.D. Dewit t  at char les-
dewitt@sbcglobal.net. 

Donate to the Robert E. Connor Jr. Masonic Youth 

Camp, a Great Program, in many Ways 
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Texas Knights of Pythagoras visit its 5th Historical 

Black College & University 
 

Story by: State Director Michael L. Simms, Sr. 
 

Congratulations to our Texas Order of the Knights of Pythagoras, The Most Venerable Thomas H. Routt 
Grand Council on visiting their 5th historical black college & university (HBCU).  The Texas K.O.P. made it 
their goal to visit every H.B.C.U. in Texas.  As of this year we have visited five of the eight H.B.C.U.s in 
Texas.  We have three colleges remaining to complete our tour. 
The H.B.C.U. Tour consisted of:  
 
Paul Quinn College (2001) Dallas, Texas 
Prairie View A&M University (2005 & 2007) Prairie View, Texas 
Texas Southern University (2006 & 2010) Houston, Texas 
Wiley College (2009), Wiley, Texas (School of ñThe Great Debatersò) 
Huston-Tillotson University (2011), Austin, Texas 
 
The remaining H.B.C.U.s to visit are: 
 
Jarvis Christian College ï Hawkins, Texas 
Texas College ï Tyler, Texas 
Southwestern Christian College ï Terrell, Texas 
 
Non-H.B.C.U. visited: 
 
University of Texas at Arlington (2008) Arlington, Texas 
 
    Many thanks to the Master Masons (Sir Knights) who work every year in getting Youth Knights to their 
Youth Leadership Conferences.  It is these and other Master Masons that volunteer their time in providing 
training to our youth at these colleges and universities.  Special thanks to our sponsors for donating.  It is 
through their generosity that allows us to bring youth from various cities across Texas to college once a year.  
If you would like to assist us by sending a donation please email us at koptexas@yahoo.com  or contact our 
Prince Hall Charitable Foundation. 
    In attendance at the conference this year was M.W. Grand Master Wilbert M. Curtis, R.W. Deputy Grand 
Master Michael T. Anderson, R.W. Grand Senior Warden Bryce Hardin, R.W. Grand Junior Warden Frank 
Jackson, Prince Hall Charitable Trust Chairman Past Master Willie ñHighò Coleman Jr., Grand Youth Director 
Charles DeWitt and out of state guests Sir Knight William Turner (Colorado) and State Director Michael 
Spencer (Nevada). Many thanks to Conference Chairman Arthur M. Sauls for doing an outstanding job in as-
sisting with planning the event.  Also thanks to  the Central Texas area, DASD Herb Loring, Masonic District 
No. 24, and to all others who helped with the event.  Congratulations to the many Youth Knights and Sir 
Knights who received awards during this conference.  o our sponsors who donated to the MV. Grand Council 
and to those who sponsored their local councils. 

mailto:koptexas@yahoo.com


Story by: 
G.E. Burrell Parmer (1) 

 

In 2009-10, the Texas Education 
Agency began collecting data on 
student race and ethnicity in com-
pliance with a new federal stan-
dard. This report provides annual 
dropout rates using the new racial/
ethnic categories.  
    The class of 2010 consists of 
students who began Grade 9 in 
2006-07 and were expected to 
graduate in 2009-10. Over the next 
three years, 23,214 students who 
entered the Texas public school 
system were added to the 2006-07 
Grade 9 cohort.  Another 55,670 
students left the system for reasons 
other than graduating, receiving 
General Educational Development 
certificates, or dropping out.  
    Out of 314,079 students in the 
class of 2010 Grade 9 cohort, 84.3 
percent graduated.  
    Across racial/ethnic groups, 
Asian/Pacific Islanders had the 
highest graduation rate (93.8%) in 
the class of 2010 Grade 9 cohort, 
and African Americans and Hispan-
ics had the lowest graduation rates 
(78.8% each).  
    The graduation rate for each ra-
cial/ethnic group was higher for the 
class of 2010 than the class of 
2009.  
    For the class of 2010 Grade 9 
cohort, African Americans and His-
panics had the highest longitudinal 
dropout rates across racial/ethnic 
groups, at 11.8 percent and 9.6 
percent, respectively.  Asian/Pacific 
Islanders had the lowest longitudi-
nal dropout rate (2.3%), followed by 
Whites (3.5%).  For each racial/
ethnic group, the longitudinal drop-
out rate was lower for the class of 
2010 than the class of 2009.  
    A total of 22,988 students in the 

class of 2010 Grade 9 cohort 
dropped out.  Of these, 65.1 per-
cent dropped out in the third or 
fourth year of the cohort.  Of stu-
dents who dropped out in the fourth 
year (2009-10), more than half 
(55.3%) had not reached Grade 12.  
    A total of 1,672 students 
dropped out of Grades 7-8, and 
33,235 dropped out of Grades 9-
12.  
    In 2009-10, students who 
dropped out of Grade 12 accounted 
for 30.1 percent of all dropouts, the 
highest proportion of any grade.  
    Texas Education Agency. 
(2011). Secondary school comple-
tion and dropouts in Texas public 
schools, 2009-10 (Document No. 
GE11 601 08). Austin, TX: Author. 
    For full and prior yearsô reports 
visit: http://www.tea.state.tx.us. 
    The dropping out of school by 
any child regardless of race or gen-
der is unacceptable.  According to 
the report for the school year 2009 
ï 10 (7- 8 graders) there were 
93,727 Black students, whom of 
which 356 dropped out.  Hispanics 

had 344,999 students with 999 
dropping out and White students 
were numbered at 235,537 with 
258 dropping out. 
The numbers were not good for 9 - 
12 graders for the same year. 
    Black students numbered 
191,211 with 7,392 dropping out.  
Hispanics had 631,184 students 
with 19,597 dropping out and White 
students were numbered at 
480,028 with 5,377 dropping out. 
    Why is this information being 
provided to members of the Texas 
Prince Hall Masonic Family?  
    We have Grand Bodies, Dis-
tricts, Lodges, Chapters, Comman-
deries, Consistories, Orders, 
Guilds, etc, throughout the state of 
Texas.  
    Each organization possesses 
programs that assist our youth with 
mentorship and student aid for 
those who seek higher education.  
In reference to the report, some 
youth are in need of our assis-
tance.   
    Two male organizations directly 
support our youth: the Robert E. 
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Texas Schools Dropout Rates; how can Masonic  

Organizations assist  



The Texas Prince Hall Freemason                        www.mwphglotx.org                                             Winter 2011 - Page 16 

Connor Jr. Masonic Youth Camp of 
Texas and the Most Venerable 
Thomas H. Routt Grand Council 
Order of the Knights of Pythagoras 
(K.O.P.)  
    The Youth Camp recently com-
pleted its 11th annual camp which 
was held at the Cathedral Oaks 
Retreat Center near Weimar.  The 
theme of the youth camp was 
ñPreventing a Lost Generation.ò 
    More than 50 youths participated 
in seminars, sports activities, swim-
ming, and religious programs.   
The young men exposed to men of 
the various Masonic organizations 
and speakers from throughout the 
Lone Star State.  Additionally, they 
received lectures and information 
on preparing for the job market, 
coping with daily community prob-
lems and preparing for their fu-
tures. 
    ñI feel we have excellent and 
worthwhile programs in our youth 
camp, which produces positive ef-
fects on the lives of our young 
men,ò said Bro. Charles R. Dewitt, 
Grand Youth Director.  ñAgain I 
cannot express enough thanks to 
everyone that participates in this 
program.  We continue to receive 
positive feedback from our camp-
ers and from their parents.  We are 
eagerly looking forward to our 
youth camp in 2012.ò  
    The K.O.P. also held their 2011 
Youth Leadership Conference       
at Huston Tillotson University in 
Austin.  During the conferences, 
the Youth Knights participated in 
debate competitions, oratorical 
contests, report card competitions, 
statewide basketball tournaments, 
Knighting Ceremonies for high 
school seniors, panel discussions 
on youth topics, elections of state 
youth officers, and focus-based 
training.  
    Other things such as sleeping in 
a college dormitory, dinning in a 
college cafeteria, and experiencing 
a college campus gave the youth a 
feeling of what itôs like to be a col-

lege student. 
    The bottom line: targeting youth, 
who are on the verge of dropping 
out, should be a focus for 2012.  
These types of programs could 
positively affect their decision to 
stay in school and graduate.    
    ñBoth programs, the Robert E. 
Connor Jr. Masonic Youth Camp 
and the Most Venerable Thomas 
H. Routt Grand Council (K.O.P.) 
youth leadership training program 

complement each other,ò said 
K.O.P State Director Michael L. 
Simms.  ñBoys who attend the 
camp learn about how to join the 
Texas K.O.P. program which oper-
ates year long.  Our Councils, lo-
cated in cities throughout the state 
and supported by Masonic Lodges 
and Districts, meet once or twice a 
month and involves business meet-
ing, local election of officers, fun 
activities, and community service.ò 
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The 3rd Annual  

Prince Hall Masonic Family  

Toy Drive & Christmas Giveaway 
 

Saturday, December 17, 2011 

12pm - 3pm 

The Most Worshipful Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge 

3433 Martin Luther King Freeway                  

Fort Worth, Texas 
 

The Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family 

will collect and distribute age appropriate  

gifts and unwrapped toys again this year  

to residents under 16   

in  the Fort Worth City limits .   
 

Please purchase items  

and/or gift cards from your favorite  

shopping centers and restaurants. 

(valued at $10  or more) 
(i.e., Sonic, Chick-fil -a, Best Buy, Wal-Mart, Target, Toys-R-Us, Babies-R-Us,  

Staples, Office Depot, or Dillardôs.) 
 

Please bring your items to the Mid-Winter Session  

or to the Grand High Court Regional Meetings.  



District 14 

Story by:  S.D.D.G.M. Michael Whitted (21) 
Photos by:  Perry Jefferies 
 

FORT HOOD ï To supply life-
saving blood products to warfight-
ers in Operation New Dawn and 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
through the Armed Services Blood 
Program, Prince Hall Masons of 
Jno G. Lewis Lodge No. 622 
hosted its first blood drive at 
Robertson Blood Center, Aug. 13. 
    The ongoing mission of the 
Robertson Blood Center is to pro-
vide precious blood to the front line 
of our nationôs wars.  The blood 
collected would be delivered to Iraq 
or Afghanistan within one week.  
Leading by example, one of the 
first donors was the Hon. Wilbert 
M. Curtis, Grand Master of Prince 
Hall Masons of Texas.    
    The Lodge provided refresh-
ments of grilled ball park franks 

and sodas served up by Senior 
Warden Robert Guice, Junior War-
den Marcus Stinson and Brother 
Harvey Jones.   Donors received 
tee shirts from the center and were 
entered into the Lodgeôs fund 
raiser raffle. 
    After 10 years of military opera-
tions, America recognizes the need 
for a healthy blood supply and the 
Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family 
is encouraged to donate.  
    ñWe would like to thank the 
Robertson Blood Center for allow-
ing us to sponsor such a life saving 
event,ò said P.M. Ronnie Jones.  
ñWe would also like to thank Spe-
cial District Deputy Grand Master 
Michael Whitted of District 14, 
D.D.G.M. Marvin Kelker of District 
24 (D.D.G.M. of the Year), Wor-
shipful Master Jerry Martin of 
Wyatt Lodge No. 21 (Worshipful 
Master/Lodge of the Year), W.M. 

Johnny Perez  of Pride of Killeen 
No. 620 and Worthy Matron An-
drea Whitted of Shiphrah Chapter 
No. 54 (Order of the Eastern Star) 
for their support.ò 

Giving the Gift that Keeps on Giving 
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 District of the Year 
D.D.G.M. Rufus Phelps III 



Story and Photos by:   
W.M. Charles Lilley (7) 
 

DOWNSVILLE, Texas  ï In a small 
town on the outskirts of Waco, a 
place where hay fields and dairy 
cows dominate the landscape is 
where youôll find Downsville.   A 
place named after landowner Wil-
liams Woods Downs, who used 
slaves to work the land during the 
1850ôs. 
    On one of the townôs major 
streets, 3rd Street, stands a small 
weather-worn building with its 
missing windows and doors; it 
landscape consisting of poison ivy 
vines and trees, which obscure its 

appearance.  People would pass it 
by if they didnôt know what to look 
for.    
    The building has stood as a tes-
tament to the Masonic work of for-
mer slaves, sharecroppers, busi-
ness owners, clergy and many oth-
ers since or before 1928.  Grand 
Master J.W. McKinney issued its 
inhabitants a Charter some 110 
years ago.   There is no doubt that 
this Lodge played an important role 
in the establishment of Prince Hall 
Masonry in the Waco and the sur-
rounding area.   
    This year Grand Master Wilbert 
M. Curtis placed on the trestle 
board a plan to bring Holloway 
Lodge No. 7 back to its rightful 
place as a productive Masonic en-
tity.  Under his instructions, District 
Deputy Grand Master Rufus 
Phelps III selected volunteers from 
Lodges throughout District 14 to 
assist Holloway Lodge No. 7 with 
ñA New Beginning.ò  
    Leading by example, D.D.G.M. 
Phelps, along with Brothers Derek 

McCullough, Lorenzo Taylor, Bran-
don Edwards, Jarrett Haynes, 
Bernables Quinones, Past Master 
Christopher Riley and I demitted 
from our Lodges and became 
members of Holloway Lodge No. 7, 
joining P.M. Floyd Norwood, Broth-
ers Willie James Smiley, Edward 
Hodges and Bennie Hargrove who 
all were already faithful members.   
This starts ñA New Beginningò for a 
Lodge that although weather 
beaten and worn still stands as a 
place that promotes the cause of 
Prince Hall Freemasonry. 

A New Beginning:  Holloway Lodge No. 7  
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Story:  W.M. Charles Lilley (7) 
 

WACO ï We as Masons are edu-
cated throughout our degree lec-
tures and Masonic travels to know 
that ñKnowledge is Light.ò  We also 
are taught that there is no greater 
experience than sharing knowl-
edge. 
    With this in mind Prince Hall Ma-
sons of Holloway Lodge No. 7 be-
gan a book drive to donate books 
to East Branch Library.   
    Located on the east side of 
Waco, the library services one of 
the most economic starved areas 
of the city.    
    The Lodge sought to spread as 
much knowledge as possible by 

donating more than $650 
worth of college text 
books, along with approxi-
mately $200 worth of other 
useful books to the library, 
July 16.  
    The library staff was 
pleased with the Lodgeôs 
efforts.  Knowledge that 
may have otherwise been 
lost has been placed in a 
proper position to be 
shared by library patrons in 
search of the knowledge 
the books contain.  The 
next process for the Lodge 
is to encourage more 
youth to READ! 

Lt. to Rt.- W.M. Antonio McClinton, D.D.G.M.-

Emeritus Ronnie Jones, Grand Lecturer Ivory 

Johnson, Bro. Jarrett Haynes, W.M. Charles 

Lilley, Julie Campbell, P.M. Purcell Cason, 

Bro. Nolan Walker, and P.M. John Harrell. 

Holloway Lodge No. 7 donates Books 



Story by:  S.D.D.G.M. Michael Whitted (21) 
 

WACO ï Wyatt Lodge No. 21 has 

continued to flourish under the leader-
ship and guidance of Worshipful Mas-
ter Jerry L. Martin Sr.  This quarter 
alone, Wyatt Lodge implemented vari-
ous programs to assist the community 
in which it services.  
    After attending its quarterly church 
visit in support of one of the many 
churches that the Lodge supports in 
the Waco area (Pleasant Grove Bap-
tist Church), W.M. Martin seized the 
opportunity and sponsored a Lodge 
Family Luncheon.  This gesture 
strengthened the bond between the 
Lodge and their families and estab-
lished how close the two are con-
nected.   
    Our youth, the leaders of tomorrow, 
and W.M. Martin supported the 2011 
Knights of Pythagoras Leadership 
Conference held in Austin with several 
of the Lodgeôs membership providing 
transportation and chaperone duties to 
the young men of the Charles H. 
Anderson K.O.P. Council No. 4.  This 
year Master Knight Gilbert M. Miller 
was bestowed the 2nd highest honor 
of being elected as the Grand Senior 
Knight for the state of Texas.  The 
members of Wyatt Lodge are very 

proud of our young men who partici-
pated in the K.O.P. and look forward to 
continuing to support their efforts.          
    This year has brought a new part-
nership with the Lakeshore Village 
Health Care Center and the Lodge.  
During one of the Lodgeôs church vis-
its, it was acknowledged that this nurs-
ing home was in need of support and 
the Lodge had no problem with fulfill-
ing that need.  Wyatt Lodge estab-
lished a quarterly visit that will assist 
the residents with a variety of projects 
as the need arises.  The residents 
have grown very fond of the Freema-
sons of Wyatt Lodge who have as-
sisted them recently with their bingo 
activities and showed it with a round of 
applause. 
    This year the Lodgeôs Back-to-
School Drive went very well.  The 
Lodge was assisted by members of 
New Hope Lodge No. 400, the K.O.P., 
and included the Lodgeôs oldest mem-
ber, Brother Elyard Vaughn (78).  The 
Lodge helped over 40 families who 
were in attendance at a local football 
game at the neighborhood Y.M.C.A.  
This left a positive image on the minds 
of the members of the Waco commu-
nity.     
    Wyatt Lodge ended the quarter on a 
positive note by supporting the Grand 

Lodgeôs Pilgrimage to Brenham in sup-
port of Prince Hall Americanism Day.  
This year, W.M. Martin, Senior War-
den Marcus Daughtry, and several 
other members of the Lodge enjoyed 
the festivities and activities.  It was a 
memorable event that will live on in the 
minds and hearts of all Master Masons 
who had the honor and privilege of 
attending. 
    Last but not least, on behalf of 
Wyatt Lodge No. 21, W.M. Martin and 
his members  would like to welcome 
back District Deputy Grand Master 
Rufus Phelps III.  His presence was 
duly missed as he once again an-
swered the call to serve this great Na-
tion in support of the men and women 
of our armed services as a contractor 
overseas.   

Wyatt No. 21 makes an Impact in the Community   
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Photo by: W.M. Antonio McClinton  

Photo by SDDGM Michael E. Whitted  

Photo by SDDGM Michael E. Whitted  

Photo by Bro Howard Campbell 



Story by:  Sec. Anthony T. Johnson (64) 
 

WACO ï In the month of August, 
Union Seal Lodge No. 64 hosted a 
number of community events to 
show its support of the community 
of East Waco.  The month began 
with the Lodgeôs 2nd Annual ñBack
-to-School Supply Giveawayò held 
at the Lodgeôs community room.    
    According to Worshipful Master 
Demetrius Waples, this yearôs turn-
out was better than expected. 
    The Lodge was prepared to dis-
pense 175 school totes with every-
thing needed for each specific 
grade level.  For organization, the 

community room was prearranged 
into different areas and setup ac-
cording to grade levels with a 
Lodge member there to assist at 
each station.   
    Parents signed-in with W.M. 
Waples and then went to the re-
spective stations containing sup-
plies for their childrenôs grade level.   
Remaining supplies were donated 
to J.H. Hines Elementary and to 
West Elementary, the Lodgeôs 
newly adopted school.   
    Along with the school supply 
giveaway, Union Seal Lodge No. 
64 wanted young men in the com-
munity to return back to school with 

a nice haircut.    
    With the help of Big John and 
Keith of Stay Barber Shop, 53 chil-
dren were treated to free haircuts 
by vouchers donated by the Lodge 
before the first day of school.   
    Newly raised Master Mason 
Brother Kevin Petty said, ñThis why 
I wanted to become a Mason, giv-
ing back and supporting the com-
munity.ò   
    The last event held was a blood 
drive with Carter Blood Care.  
Members of Union Seal Lodge No. 
64 had heard on the local news 
that blood banks were running low 
of supplies, and the Lodge wanted 
to help and bring awareness to the 
East Waco Community about the 
importance of donating.   
    According to Jose, a nurse for 
Carter Blood Careôs local office, 
the African-American community is 
very reluctant to donate. The 
Lodge then held its 1st Annual Un-
ion Seal Lodge No. 64 Blood Drive, 
donating 20 units of blood, enough 
to help at least 60 people.   Addi-
tionally, the Ladies of Angels of 
Mercy Chapter No. 18 (O.E.S.) 
stopped by to support.  W.M. 
Charles Lilly of Holloway Lodge 
No. 7 and his son also came out to 
support.  The mouth of August was 
a busy for the Prince Hall Masons 
of Union Seal Lodge No. 64, but a 
fulfilling one.   

Union Seal Lodge No. 64 ends Summer in a Big Way 
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District 15-A 

Story by:  Lodge Staff 
 

HEMPSTEAD, Texas ï Volunteer 
fire fighters from several towns and 
counties battled the devastating 
wildland fires that wreaked havoc 
to thousands of acres of lands and 
destroyed over 75 homes in 
Waller, Grimes and Montgomery 
counties.  These brave men and 
women engaged the fires for over 
eight straight days beginning on 
Labor Day, Sept. 5 until the last 
vestiges of the fires were extin-
guished. 
    Brothers of Lone Star Lodge No. 
85, who are members of the Prairie 
View and Mt. Zion Volunteer Fire 
Fighting Associations, were in the 
thick of the fight from day one until 
the fires were effectively brought 
under control and extinguished. 

    Grand Junior Warden Frank D. 
Jackson, who serves as the fire 
chief for the Prairie View Volunteer 
Fire Fighting Association was 
joined on the front fire lines by Bro. 
Danny Pryor, the Worshipful Mas-
ter of Lone Star Lodge No. 85 and 
Bro. Gerald Jones, the Lodgeôs 
Secretary, both officers are mem-
bers of the Mt. Zion Volunteer Fire 
Fighting Association, where they 
serve with both honor and distinc-
tion. 
    Due to the efforts of the volun-
teer fire fighters and the excellent 
community support received from 
the countiesô citizens, the damage 
and destruction was not as severe 
as it could have been.  By the 
grace of God, there was no loss of 
life or severe injury to the fire fight-
ers or civilians during this incident. 

    Waller County Commissioners 
Court, the Waller Independent 
School District, the city of Prairie 
View and many of the local 
churches and citizens have spon-
sored recognition and awards cere-
monies to honor the volunteer fire 
fighters for their unselfish service 
to the community. 
    Prince Hall Masons serve their 
communities at many of the points 
of its greatest needs, and answer 
the call when these communities 
experience both natural and man-
made disasters.  
    To every Prince Hall Mason, 
ñRegardless of the phenomenon 
that we encounter in this life, it will 
be a whole lot better, if we just do it 
together.ò 

Lone Star Lodge No. 85 assists in Fighting Fires 
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D.D.G.M. Ronald Gerac 



District 19 

Story by:  P.M. Edward S. Jones (1) 
 

SAN ANTONIO ï In our Order, 
commitment takes plenty of our 
time with most of that time at the 
expense of family time.  Star Tom 
Lodge No. 100 does well to ad-
dress those who maintain their Ma-
sonic obligations by annually gath-
ering their families and friends for 
relaxation and fellowship.  This 
year, Star Tom Lodge No. 100 

hosted its 11th Annual Family and 
Friends Day at Pletz Park, Sept. 
24. 
    The annual event began during 
the tenure of Past Master Donald 
Passmore Sr., who believed that 
his Lodge needed to give thanks to 
those in their lives.   
    "This gives us an opportunity to 
let our families, widows, and 
friends know how much we care 

from them," said P.M. Leon Gas-
kins who served as chairman for 
this year's event.  
    P.M. Gaskins was passionate 
about the event and its significant 
to the wellness of the Lodge. 
    The day's events included 
games, barbeque and plenty of 
sweets.  P.M. Raymond Keys 
served as the eventôs disk jockey. 

Star Tom Lodge No. 100 celebrates 11th Annual 

Family, Friends Day 
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D.D.G.M. Grady Peavy Jr. 

Story by:  P.M. Edward S. Jones (1) 
 

SAN ANTONIO ï Edward H. White 
Middle School, part of the North-
east Independent School District, 
was forced to request community 
assistance to purchase knee pads 
and socks for its girlôs volleyball 
team.  Having received a request 
for donations, Past Master Stacy 
Foushee alerted his fellow Prince 
Hall Masons of Star Tom Lodge 

No. 100, who donated $100 to-
wards the cause. 
    Having participating in youth 
sports in Kentucky, P.M. Foushee 
knows all too well the benefits of 
assistance from the community 
and having the proper gear.   
    "Whether it's scholastic or com-
munity-established sports, there is 
always a need from alumni, par-
ents, and community members to 
obtain items that the organizations' 

budgets can't handle," said P.M. 
Foushee 
    P.M. Foushee beams with pride 
as he shares his feelings when it 
comes to these types of community 
services. 
    "Sports give children the experi-
ence of teamwork, healthy life-
styles, and building bonds that will 
probably never be matched.  So 
we have to do all we can to nurture 
youth athletics." 

Star Tom Lodge No. 100 donates to Local School 



District 20 

Story by:  W.M. Johnny Quarles (103)  
 

EULESS, Texas ï Prince Hall Ma-

sons of Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 
hosted its Mosier Valley Family and 
Friends Day 2011, where the families, 
friends, and the community were 
treated to a day of laughs and fun, 
Oct. 15.   
    Special guests included M.W. 
Grand Master Wilbert M. Curtis and 
R.W. Grand Senior Warden Bryce 
Hardin, along with others.  
    The Family and Friends Day was    
a free event that incorporated 
ñThanksgivingò to the membersô 
spouses, children, friends and commu-
nity of Euless and Fort Worth.  Each 
year the Lodge reflects on the work 
contributed, but most importantly to 
honor those who support the Lodgeôs 
great deeds.   
    Under the leadership of the Lodgeôs 
Worshipful Master, the event was put 
into motion by Senior Warden Tracy 
ñT.C.ò Bittle and Junior Warden Eddie 
Pannell, who are true pillars of Wis-
dom, Strength and Beauty.   
    Activities included spades, domi-

noes, horse shoes, and a scavenger 
hunt for the adults.  A fishing pond, 
bean bag race, and basketball were 
available for the children, to include 
door prizes. 
    Along with the event, the Lodge had 
a voter registration booth available.   
According to the Lodge members, all 
who came out really enjoyed them-
selves. 
    To assist in educating the commu-
nity on health issues, the Brethren of 
Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 hosted a 
Prostate Cancer Health Fair, Aug. 13.  
    The event coordinated by Brother 
Steve Angrum included guest speaker 
Paul Rothchild, a consultant with 
U.S.M.D. Prostate Cancer Center.    
    Rothchild stressed the importance 
of testing, handed out flyers and infor-
mative packets to over 15 men that 
discussed the importance of this 
deadly killer. 
    In 2011, an estimated 240,890 men 
in the United States will be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. It is estimated 
that 33,720 deaths from this disease 
will occur this year.  As the second 
rung of the theological ladder teaches 

"Hope", the Lodge knows that this 
ñHopeò holds a place of preeminence 
and strength-giving power over such a 
horrible disease. 
    Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 is only 
at the mid-way point of once again 
another successful year of giving 
Charity and instilling harmony through-
out the communities of Euless and 
Fort Worth. 

Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 hosts Family, Friends 

Day & Health Fair for the Community  
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D.D.G.M. Tracy Williams 

Sisters of Star of Alpha Chapter No. 

58 enjoyed a good time.  

W.M. Quarles enjoys laughter with 

G.M. Curtis and Mrs. Garner  

Guest speaker Paul Rothchild, a con-

sultant with U.S.M.D. Prostrate Can-

cer Center speaks to all that attended 

the Heath Fair. 


